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Sunday 4 December
PRESS RELEASE





Launch of Rescue Helicopter Festive Appeal Week
Monday 5 December marks the first day of the Lowe Corporation Rescue Helicopter’s Festive Appeal – a week of fundraising activity to raise vital funds to support the service. 
Laura Hyde, Marketing and Fundraising Manager, said “Emergencies can happen at any time, even over the Festive Period, and summer can be one of the busiest times for the Rescue Helicopter as people are out and about and enjoying the good weather. The idea behind this Festive Appeal Week is not only to raise vital funds to support our lifesaving service, but to raise awareness among the community of the work that we do, and how people can stay safe during summer months” 
There will be lots of activities taking place during the week, including a Blues Night by local talent ‘The Band with No Name’ at the Provincial Hotel, Napier on Friday 9 December, and a live screening of the Joseph Parker vs Andy Ruiz heavyweight title fight at the Ellwood Function Centre, Hastings on Saturday 10 December. The Trust are also organising a street collection in Napier on the 10th December. 

Several local businesses have already pledged support by holding staff mufti days and bake sales during the week, while social media users are encouraged to follow the Rescue Helicopter’s Facebook and Twitter feeds for safety tips, news and competitions.  

Laura added, “We are so grateful to the Hawke’s Bay community for their continued support, which enables us to saves lives. It’s not too late to get involved in our Christmas Appeal. Tickets for our events are still available, and if you’d like to hold a fundraising activity this week, or would like to volunteer at our Christmas Collection this coming weekend, we’d love to hear from you”.  

For more information on activities throughout the week and ways to get involved visit http://www.hbhrt.org.nz/christmas-appeal/   
End
Photo 1: 
Crew in Hats

Photo 2: 
The Rescue Helicopter in Action    
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Blues Night – The Band with No Name – Friday 9 December

Local talent, The Band With NO NAME, Napier, will be holding a special charity gig at the Blues Shack in aid of the Rescue Helicopter. Entry is just $5 for an evening of music entertainment. Plus there will also be a charity raffle on the night (with some great prizes) and 100% of the proceeds raised from ticket sales and door entry will go towards helping to keep the Rescue Helicopter flying!

Joseph Parker vs Andy Ruiz Jnr – Saturday 10 December 

New Zealand Boxing Champion Joseph Parker, will fight for the WBO World Heavyweight Title Fight against Mexican American Andy Ruiz Jnr on Saturday 10 December. The event will be streamed live from Auckland’s Vector Arena, at the Ellwood Function Centre, Hastings (home of Hawke's Bay Rugby) This event is proudly supported by Farmlands, and tickets cost just $45, which includes a welcome drink and nibbles all evening. 

About the Hawke’s Bay Rescue Helicopter Trust 

The Hawke’s Bay Rescue Helicopter is a charitable trust, which provides a dedicated Rescue Helicopter service to the Hawke’s Bay region. Each year the Rescue Helicopter Crew completes over 320 lifesaving missions, helping those who need urgent medical care and transportation.  The service is free of charge and available 24/7 to everyone in our community, but costs $2.2million each year to operate.  www.hbhrt.org.nz 
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