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PRESS RELEASE     
 

‘Triathlon with a Twist’ raises $2,800 for the Rescue Helicopter  
 

It started with a conversation over a few wines on New Year’s eve, and resulted in a huge fundraising event raising 
$2,800 for the Lowe Corporation Rescue Helicopter.  
 
Claire Wilson, of HorsesalesNZ, decided to put on the event after a conversation with her Irish cousins on New Years 
eve, “they told me about a fun idea for a Pony Club team event – but I decided to put a Kiwi spin on things. Together 
with a team of helpers, and donations from local businesses, a few weeks later we could hold the ‘Triathlon with a 
Twist’ at Mt Herbert Farm, Waipukurau. We had 80 competitors, aged between 5 and 83 years old, who competed in 
the Ride, Run, Swim triathlon. The ride phase was done on either a horse/pony or pushbike, which made for a very 
exciting competition”  
 
“We wanted to hold this as a fundraiser, and the Lowe Corporation Rescue Helicopter Trust was our obvious choice to 
raise funds for, with many equestrian friends and family having needed this amazing service in the past”. 
 
Laura Hyde, Marketing and Fundraising Manager at the Trust said, “Claire contacted us a couple of weeks just after the 
New Year to say that she wanted to fundraise for the Rescue Helicopter, and we are incredibly impressed with what 
she managed to achieve with this event in such a short space of time. The funds raised will go a long way to helping us 
keep our Rescue Helicopter service free of charge and available 24/7 to anyone who may need it”  
 
Claire added, “We’d like to thank all the competitors who made a big effort today to support this fundraiser; travelled 
a great distance, had their horse/pony turned out beautifully, dressed up (or undressed), and took time off work. This 
event was a huge community effort, with so many donations and support from local people and businesses – without 
whom it would not have been possible. We’d also like to express our gratitude to the crew at the Rescue Helicopter, 
we really appreciate what they do!”  
 
End 
 
Photos:  Competitors taking part in the Triathlon with a Twist on 24 January 2017  
 
Contact: Laura Hyde, Marketing & Fundraising Manager on 878 1630 or email mfm@hbhrt.org.nz   
 
About the Hawke’s Bay Rescue Helicopter Trust  
The Hawke’s Bay Rescue Helicopter is a charitable trust, which provides a dedicated Rescue Helicopter service to the 
Hawke’s Bay region. Each year the Rescue Helicopter Crew completes over 320 lifesaving missions, helping those who 
need urgent medical care and transportation.  The service is free of charge and available 24/7 to everyone in our 
community, but costs $2.3million each year to operate.  www.hbhrt.org.nz  
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